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_ TO THE READER, ESPECL 
ally thoſe that loue the L. Icſus, 


* 2 <aGap HE reaſon whylT did pro- 
Fea f cure this Sermon to be pur 
Ay in print, is becauſe I haue' 
gained muchgood byitmy 

Fs | {clfc;and [ hope others may 


of 
\* 


IS — . « 
y WV. 


2 doc ſotoo; When I did firſt 


heare it preached, I did feele ſuch inward 


ſtrength and comfort wrought in my foule 
pa: , thatT did dcfire to haueic written 
| formy owne vie; and fince God hath bleſſed 
it much ynto me my louc to this text here 
handled hath bin great a long time; andir 
doth lead vs to Chriſt;who is fullneſſe ir ſelfe; 


_ andhath forall that come ro him, 'wharſo- 


ever all people can fſtand'in neede'of; andT: 


hauc receaued much from him of all ſorts of 
Bleſſings ; in ſuch maner, as Iam bound'to 
beare witneſle ; thatheis ſuch 2'one #s his' 

"T wa; word 
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word doth affirme him to be, and as trucly as 
itis faied of him thathis Name is wondertull, 
ſorruly haucI found his help ro me wonder- 
full in all diſtreſſes, paynes, dangers, diſcom- 
forts;and ſeucrall continuall occaſions, wheres 
in I hauc ſought vnto him. forremedy;and fo 
muſt I acknowledge, that heis the Prince of 
peace, forasitisonly in him, to beltowe, as 
pleaſerh him, fo he doth giue tt in princely 
manger, and .vnto:me he hath bin exceeding 
liberall,itv ſtoring. my. . ſoule with his peace, 
which would mouc any heartto loue him, & 
I deſire, that ſach as eſtecme of Chriſt Telus, 
may more. and; more, know. by experience, 
their /high calling in.Chriſt,_ and pertake of 
him the ycry. Treaſure: of our Bulc:, theſe 
good. / inſtructions . following in this little 
Booke, may draw . the - 4. dP CA 
after this heaucnly Prince of peace; who will 
deligh all. thoſe that doe faſten rheir hearts 
vpon him; andihe is worthy jotall louc; nonc 
ſoable and willing rorequitloucas he, O thar 
we could! grow Ce. and. {tcdfaſtcrin louc 
to-him, and [ct vs help to ſcron one another, 
to.this plealant, duty. ofloucro Chriſt , and 
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whatſocuer yourcad of himor heare taught; 
[crit be louingly imbraced; contentnotyour 
ſelfe with any degree of loue to Chriſt; thinke 
all too little for Pim. as indeede it is, and co- 
uct more, and vſcall diligence to abound in 
Louc, til you be perfect in louc;and if you get 
any good by this token of my good will ſent 
abroad, to all that would thirſt after Chriſt; 
then ſhallI much rcioyce; and with vnto all 
ſuch thefullneſſe of ioye that may neuct cnd, 
and ſo I commit all, to him that can make 
{mall meanecs to doe great good. 
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Ana he ſhallcall bis name wonderfull, Counſellour, 
the mighty God, The everlaſi ing Father , The 
Princeof peace, 


A® e232 N the Chapter before going, the 
= x Prophet Eſay foretold of the 
- great captiuity , into which the 
people of /udahand J(rael ſhould 
” be brought by Salmanazer king of 
Z=&Y the Aſſyrians,which miſery, their 
© 2 infidcliric,idolatry, & other their 
finnes had iuftly brought vpon 
them, This indgement is comparatiuely ſer forth in 
the 7*h & 8k verſes of that Chaprer;& amplified in the 
latter end of the ſame by many vnavoidable mileries, 
which they ſhall be forced ro vndergoe. From which, 
ifthey looke vp toheauen for helpe anddeliuerance, 
they ſhall findenone ; for they haue ſet vp falſe Gods 
ro themſelues which cannot ſaue them , whom they 
ſhall now curſe in their great extremity. If they looke 
downeto the earth,there is darkneſſe , that is great ca- 
lamity,out of which they ſhall finde no meanes to rid 
themſclues. Now in this Chapter is contained acon- 
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(2) 
is ſhewed that this plague ſhall not laſt for euer , buta 
redemption anddeliuerance ſhalicome. That whereas 


the land of Zabulon and Nepthal: firſt; and after,the in. 


feriour Galile,taſted of this great ſcourge ( for there it 
firſt beganne) theſe countries ſhould firſt receaue a 
moſt pratious deliuerance; the meaning is, thatthe 
whole land ſhould reioyce and be freed; bur theſe are 
named fiſt, becauſe as they were firſt darkned by the 
beginning oftheperſequurion , ſo chey ſhould irſt re+ 
ceaue the light of the Goſpell,by the manifeſtation of 
the Meſaah amongſt them. Now this freedome that 
they ſhould receaue after their long trial in afflictions, 
isdeſcribed firſt generally in-the-{econd verſe to the 
ſixc,and then particularly in che ſixth,by the quality of 
thecomfort which God ſhould beſtow vpon them, 
Theſummeofallis, that God ſhould remoone their 
captiuity.anddeliuer them, and hee will raiſe vp the 
kingdome of his ſonne Chrz/t leſws,lo that they ſhall no 
longer live vnder the tyranny of their enimies, but ſhal 
be redeemed intro aglorious liberty , to the ſeruice of 
him that is theis Sauwiour, Now the glory of this king- 
dome ofthe Meſceh is firſt (before hee deſcribeth the 
Author of 1t )deciphered in the lecond verſe; & there- 
in alſo:by:compariſon the wofull eſtate of the people 
before they receaued it,wheretheir miſery. is compas« 
red to darkneſic andthe ſhadow10f death. The meanes 
by which they are deliuered;is bythe manifeſtation of 
the glorious power of God in the! kingdome of his 
ſonne, whoſe comming is compared to abright light, 
which by his ſhining ſplendor diſpelleth the oblcure 
darkneſle,both of the outward miſery,and inward; and 

| F | {pirituall 


. (3) 
ſpirituallcalamiry,wherein they were infolded, In the 
third verſe,the Propher doth,by way of amplification, 
ſet forth the eminent excellencic of the kingdome of 
Chriſt; incompariſon of other comforts which they 
receaued. And of them he ſaith,thar God neuer gaue 
vnto chem ary perfe&t ioy, without: mixture of ſome 
ſorrow in the compaſhngof it. Whictv'is expreſſedin 
_ this; that their joy was like to the toy in harueſt, &c, 
That as in the harveſt much toylemuſt goe before the 
cetting in of the corne: andas'in a victory atchieued, 
there is much effuſion of blood, before theſpoile can 
come to be diuided. So all their peace andreioicing 
hath beene deerely boughr: but this ſhall come freely, 
and without any ſuch toyle, as it were bya burning 8 
devouring fire {ent of God,rather then bythe conque- 
ring hand of man. AndasinthedeſtcuRioh of the Ma- 
dianites,where was proclaimed, The ſword ofthe Lord 
and of Gedeon; the diſcomfiture, being extraordinary, 
was to be aſcribed ro the working hand of God, which 
after a ſtrange and vnwonted manner did effe& the 
ſame: ſo it ſhall be in this deliuerance,which ſhall bee 
wrought by the comming of the Sonneof God, Eſpe. 
cially inregard ofthe bondageand rthraldome of finne 
whereinthey were held,and from which they ſhall be 
freed, whereof their outward captiuity & deliuerance 
were as types. Now in the words following is ſhewed 
wherevnto this is to be aſcribed], and whois the Au- 
thor and Aer of all this;& that is the Sonne of God: 
the meanes ofthe working ofit, is his'comming into. 
the world,which is to this end, that hee might deliver 
his people out of the hands = all their enemies, w_ 
2 C 


(4) 
he might gather them to himſelfe , dire& them by his 
holy ſpiric,prote@ them by his mighty power,& ſhew 
his grace towards them for their ſaluation, 

This Text of Scripture then doth ſet forth vnto vs, 
the birth', and the office of our Sauiour Chriſt Teſus, 
and that the moſt cleerly of all other,in the Scripture 
of the old Teſtament. In this verſe there is firſt,a deſcri- 
ption of the perſon of him that is giuen, Secondly, of 
his office and authority. Thirdly, in theſe words,of the 
attributes and titles ot honour wherewith hee is inue« 
ſted, which doe flowe from, and appertaine ro that his 
office and dignity. 

Forthe firſt, hee is deſcribed according to both his 
natures, hypoſtaticall vnited vnto his perſon as hee is 
Chriſt. And therein firſt his humane nature. Where 
weare to obſerue 1. who it is thar is here exhibited: 
2, How; 5. For whom, The two firſt ſer forth his in« 
carnation: A child is borne, The third, the end where- 
forc he was borne,and came into the world; For vs,vz, 
that he might be our redeemer. Now whereas he calls 
him a child,or a little one(as the word importeth ) this 
istoletvs knowe, that itpleaſed God to lay the foun- 
dation of this great power in infirmity; that hee that 
muſt mightelyſauevsftom the hands of our enimies, 
muſt himſelfe firſt come in weakneſlſe,and bee borne a 
childe into the world, And hereby alſo the mighty . 
power of God,and the power of our Sauiour is won- 
derfully magnified, as it were to the-challenging of the 
whole world, For hethat muſtbe thus manifeſted by 
the titles of greatneſſe,whichare after giuen vnto him 
and which ſhallbe ſeenc when hee enters into = of 

ce, 


(5/ 
fice,muſt firſtbe a childe: 


here promiſed vnto him , neither ſhall any bee able ro 
refiſt the hand of God hercein,though the whole world 
ſhould bandie themſelues againſt him tro extinguiſh 
him in his infancy { as Herod did,for his part, what hee 
could yer they ſhall not preuaile ; for God will ſet vp 
his ſonne in Sox: he ſhall line, and hee ſhall line to ac- 
compliſh the worke, for which he 1s fent, And accor- 
ding to this, was the diſpenſation of God in letting vp 
of lohn Baptift , who was a forerunner of him: Thou 
childe ſhalt be called the Prophet of the higheſt, for 
thou ſhalr goe &c. And farther he is thus in plaine and 
expreſſe words ſet forth;as achilde borne,that it mighe 
appeareto the world, and mightbeeknowne to them 
that then liued, in what ſort hee ſhould come, that 
they might not be ignorant of his birth and incarnati- 
on, And whereas it is ſaid, he was borne a childe: Here- 
by it is plaine that hee ſhould haue a mother, Buthere 
isno mention made of his begetting,according to hu- 


and from a childe, hee ſhall 
growe vp till he come to this perfeRion. Sothatlife is 


Pſal. 2, 


Luk.1.76, 


mane generation: for inthat heeis ſaid tobcebornea = 


child. Hence it is to be argued,that hee was borne of a 
woman,and had a mother: but it followeth not by the 
vertuc of the words in thelelues,confidered that there- 
fore he had a rpan to his father; for tobeeborne, hath 
relation to her of whom he was borne; but nor to him 
of whom he is begotten. So that by the cautelous lay- 
ing downe of the words here, the Spirit of God doth 
ſecretly point at the myſtery of the incarnation of our 
Saujour Chriſt. In the next place,hee is deſcribed ac- 
cording to his divine nature; To vs a ſonneis giuen, 


A 3 __ Where 


>. 


vs achilde is borne,&c, VVhercas it was not to come 


7. 
Where by the word ſonne is meant the Sonne of 
God, the ſecond perſon in Trinitie.; who cooke our 
nature vpon him,and ſo in one perſon was both God 
and man. Anditis to be expounded by that of 70h. z.75 
So God louecd the world, that he gaue his only begot- 
renſonne,&c,And he is ſaid to be giuen,not which we 
had ſought,nort which we had purchaſed or prouided, 
bur giuen to vs by the infinite mercy of God, Second- 
ly.for his office and authority,he comes to bee the lea- 
der and gouernour of his people. His gouernment is 
vpon his ſhoulder, which fome referre ro his obedi- 
ence,and ſubmitting himſc}fe to the law of God; ac- 
cording to the metaphor vicd elſewhere inthe Scrip - 
ture,as Gene49e7 5.0f thatwhich is ſaid of yo , and 
as inthis Chapter before V.4. But it may feeme to bee 
more agreeable to the purpoſe of the Spirit of God, 
here in this place to vnderſtand this of him as hee is a 
Gouecrnour,& ſet forth according to his royall power 
and authority. For what is here aſcribed vnro him 
throughout,doth more tend to ſoueraignty then ſub- 
jection. Therefore whereas hee is ſaid to hauc his go- 
vernment vpon his ſhoulder, the meaning may ſeeme 
robe, that hee ſhall rule his Church and people with 
great dexterity;likewiſe his gouernment ſhall be pow- 
erfull,becauſc he ſhall ſupport it by his ſtrength : and ir 
ſhall be alſo conſpicuous to the world ; hee ſhall exalc 
his kingdome;for that which a man carrieth vpon his 
ſhoulder cannot be hid, bur is apparant to al). > 
Andofallthis that hath beene ſpoken,it is tobe obse 
ſerued,thar rhis is ſo carried as if it werenow in at: To 


ro 


(7) 


ro paſle of many yeares after: thereby to ſet outthe 
certainty of it, and to giue preſent comfort to the 
children of God, in the aſſurance of their deliuerance 
and ſaluation by him,as ifthey were already poſſeſſed 
of it. Now followeth inthe next place the attributes 
of honour thatare giuen to him, whereby his author, 
ty and dignity are manifeſted, And the diuerfitie and 
number ofthem doth ſerue for the further ſetting our 
of his glory. We are hercin to obſerne, firſt, what bee 
the ticles char are giuen vnco him, Secondly, by whom 
they are giuen and impoſed, For the titles that are gis 
uen to him,they haue eſpeciall relation to bis office;as 
ke is our Mediatour; and they are in number flue. Firſt, 
he is called Wonderfull, which nameis due tohimin a 
double reſpect. Firſt,in regard of his perſon & nature: 
Secondly,in regard of his workes of wonder, eſpecial. 
ly towards his Church, For his perſon, in the aſſuming 


of our humanenature, and the manner of his manife- 
ſtation inthe fleſh: hee was therein moſt wonderfull, 


that God ſhould come downe from heauen and bee 


 mademan:Thecreator of all things becomea creature 


himſelfe; what cou:d be more ſtrange and admirable, 
eſpecially when it ſhall be conſidered that he was thus 
for our ſakes,who were his enimies,and had rebelled a- 
gainſt him? This muſtneeds proceed from a wonder- 
tull meaſure of loue in him : according to that 7oh.z. 
16,wiick is [pcken by way of admiration. So God lo- 
ved the world,that he gaue, &c, Belides,there was an 


effec of the wonderfull widdome and power of God, 


in bringing this to paſſe, when no meanes could bein- 
ventcd by man,for the reſtoring of mankinJe,forſ? .:f 


ty ng 


apes, tte) . 


| fying the diuine iuſtice,8 rhe repairing of the image 
| of God: Itpleaſed the Lord thus to giue vs his onely 
ſonne , and to make him man for vs, thatſo man by 
man might be reconciled to God, And ifwe conſider 
the manner and meanes of the exhibiting of this preat 
benefit; we may ſeea wonderfull effe& of the won- 
derful power of God. That our Saniour Chriſt ſhould 
be a perfe@ man,and yet without a father ; borne of a 
Virgin wichoutthe violation ofher virginity. Neuer 
was any ſo borne into the world, And for hisbirth it 
| was attendedand accompanied with many tokens of 
| Luk.z, wonder: The glory of God that ſhone round abour 
18 the ſhepheards , vnto whom it was reuealedby the 
Angell, where he wasborne: Themultitude of hea- 
venly ſouldiets ſinging praife and glory to God: The 
miracalous appearing of the ſtarre, which guided the 
Jf} wiſe men to the place where our Sautour was, &c. 
|  __ Secondly,in regard of his adminiſtrations towards his 
a | Church, How wonderful was he in his doQtrine:They 
bare witneſle vnto him , and wondred atthe words of 
Luk.4.22, Brace that came out of his mouth: And neuer man 
Wi '  ſpake ashe ſpake. He was wonderfull in his miracles,in 
= curing of all diſcaſes , caſting out of Diuells by his 
V word, &c. He was wonderfull in his death; VVhen the 
Sunne was darkned : the vayle ofthe Templerent in 
wo. Vonderfull in his reſurreion, to raiſe vp hime 
ſcife from death to life; this is indeed to be accounted 
2 wonder of wonders, For itisarule in nature, that 
from the privation ofa thing to the habir there is no 
regrefſe. And this his glorious reſurreRion, had like. 
wiſc his attendants of wonder: as the Earth-quake,the 
opening 
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(9) 
opening of the graues,& the appearing of many that 
were dead, &c.'The like alſo is to be {aid for his aſcenſi- 
on into heauen. Andlaſtly that which of all wonders 
is the moſt wonderfull; that by humbling himſelfe, by 
. bearingofour infirmitics,& by the ſuffering of death, 
he hath conquered Hell,and Death, and redeemed vs 
who were in perpetuall bondage, and brought vs into 
a glorious liberty; to bethe Sonnes of God, Andbe- 
ing himſelfe the efficient worker of all this,that hee 
hath withall eſtabliſhed ſuch a powerfull and wonder« 
full meanes for the building vp,and continual] propa- 
gating of his Church; as namely the miniſtery ofhis 
holy word, in which hee is indeed moſt wonderfull in 
the world, whereby he hath ſubducd & brought vnder 
every high thing , & captivated the prowd thoughts, 
and imaginations of man, By this word hee worketh 
wonderfully in his church;which being ſo cſtabliſhed, 
confirmed,and ſupported by him; the gates of hell can 
neuer prevaileagainſit ic, Theſe things then premiſed, 
weconclude this doQtrine from this firſt title giuvenro 
our Saviour Chriſt: | 


 Tharlcſus Chriſt comming into the world tobee Dottr. 


our Sauiour , came to worke a wonderfull worke, Or 
thus: The worke of our ſaluation by Ieſus Chriſt, is a 
wonderfull worke, The truth ofthis may appeare, if 
we conſider into how miſerable an eſtate wee were all 

brought, by finance. That hauing tranſgreficd Gods 

commandement,we were liable to a curſe, & become 
ſubie& to death and eternall damnation. For God ha- 
uing created man atthe firſt, and made him perfeRtly 
good, and giuen him ME? WINE & vnderſtanding, 
, ſuc 


ſich power and ftrength,by which he might bo: h ſuf- 

ficiently haue vaderſtood himlſelfe, and his owne ex- 
cellency,and haue perſcuered in his integrity ; cannor 
bur require ic at his hands,if hee ſhall wilfully abandon 
himſclte to finne , and forfeit the glorious image in 
which hee was created, Hee then hauing thus ruined 
himſclfe and his poſterity: what ſatisfa@tion can bee 
now giuen for his offence? By what meanes ſhall hee 
be reſtored? Can he himſclfe make amends for that he 
hath done, or take any courſe for his reſtitution? No, 
this is alrogether beyond his ability. Heis ſo far from 
being able to ſatisfic for his former ſinrie,that now hee 
can doe nothing elſe but ſinne. Is any Angell ſufficiene 
for this? Not at all: for they are finite creatures, & can- 
not beare the infinite wrath of God , which is due to 
finne, What then remaineth (according to humane 
wiſdome)bur that God muſt freely forgiue this ſinne, 

' andreſtore him,orelfe he and all his poſterity muſt pe- 
riſh everlaſtingly. Yea, ſo the Lord may ſhew his mere 
cy indeed; but how then ſhall his iuſtice bee anſwered 
for the puniſhment of ſinne? For the ſoule that finneth 
muſt {urely dye. Loe here then a wonder is to bee 

. Wrovpht, that the mercy of God ſhall not prejudice 
his anſtice ſnne ſhall bepuniſhed, the anger of God 
appeaſed,his law ſatisfied,and yet mankindefaued. And 
this muſt bee by ſending his only begorten fonne into 
the world, to take our natute vpon him, andſo being 
both God and Man,heis now become a Mediator be. 
ewixt God and Man; whoſe name is therefore called 
Wonderful.Butnow farther,if we conſider of him ac: 
cording to his aions,and ſufferings whereby he harh 

> wrought 


< 


(11) 
wrought our redemption: If wee looke into the ſtory 

ofhis life and death; for his ablolute obedience to the 

law of God; for his ſuffering of exquiſite affliftions & 

rorments for vs,his whole life being nothingelſe bur a 
continuall bearing of forrowes; being tempredby Sa- 

tan; perſecuted by ſorrowes: and broken by many mi- 

ſeries for our tranſgreſſions: The truth of this will be 

moſt euident to ail inen, 

Wherefore we are tobe admoniſhed from hence, lo 
not to wauer in our faith,not to faint vnder thegroſle; CA, 
but ſtedfaſtly to belecue in Chriſt; and to truſt in him 
for wonders, For he hath not only done thoſe things 
in himſelfe;being VVondertul in his operations as con- 
cerning himſelfe andhis owne perſon: But hee is fo al- 
ſo to his Church. He is able to helpe vs and releeue vs, 
not only inthings which are ordinary by his diuine 

rouidence,which is extended to man and beaſt : Bur 
he will alſo doe admirable things for his Church and 
Children. 

We may read of the power of God, and the won- 
derfull workes which hee wrought for his children in 
former times, when hee deliuered them our of Egypr, 

{aued them at thered Sca; ſuſtained them in the wil- 
derneſſe. No maruell therefore though the Plalmiſt a- Plal.roy. x. 
mongſt thereſtof the workes of God, bids vs eſpeci- 354: 
ally co remember and marke his wonders. How mar- 

velous likewiſe was the Lordin the whole courſe of 

his adminiſtrations,towards his people Iſraell, from 

time to time,in his bleſſing,increaſing,proteRing, and 
delivering of them; all which fauours,ifſuing from the Pi 
loue of God towards thera.lrom what other fountain _—_ 
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(12) 
are they ro be deriued bur from this loue and mercy of 
his in his ſonne, 

In rhetime ofthe Goſpell. how wonderfull a thing 
is it,to conſ(ider,that God will fet vp his Church , and 
raiſe vp the kingdome of his lonne eſs Chriſt,though 
all rhe world ſhall bandie themſelues againſt it, There. 
fore doubrnot bur the truth of God ſhall ſtand , his 
Church ſhall lvuriſh,chough all things may ſeeme tg 
worke together againſt it,and though it thall appeare 
in all hkelihood , vnable to hold our againſt ſo many 
aduerſarics,yet Chriſt leſus ſhal ſupport it by his won« 
derfull power, And for the meanes ofthe propaga- 
ting of the Church by the miniſtery ofthe word, wee 


' may ſee the wonderfull worke of Chriſt Ieſus herein. 


This appeared notably in the Apoſtles; who being 
choſen of him, meane and ſtmple men, yet what rare 


 effets came by their preaching and miniſtery ; as like- 


wiſe in all them whom the Lord hath lawfully called, 
and appointed to this funtion z vnto whom he giueth 
a mouth that none ſhall ſtand againſt;by whoſe mini. 
ſtery, through the power ofthe ſpirit accompanying 
the ſame, many foules are conuerted to him. That 
which no ſoucraignty of power , no outwardcon- 
ſtraint,no perſwaſible ſpeech of mans wildome can ef- 
fe: this the Lord by his holy word can compaſſe. 
which like vnto a two edged {word ( as the Apoſlle 
aich)doth enter into the diujding of the ſoule, and the. 
ſpirir,che ioints,and the marrow , and isa ſearcher of 
chechoughts and imaginations ofthe heart, Hereby 
then we ſee that theconverſion of a {inner!is a won. 
derfull worke, yet not to bee deſpaired of, becauſe God 

| CAlt 


(13) : 

can effe& it: Although a man be neuerſo farre gone in 

prophaneſſz , neuer ſuch a ſtranger, or enemy to the gy, ,,. 

truth,yer God can bring him home. The Apoſtle Pal 

was a great perſecuterofthe way of God,yert theLotd 

had quickly conuerted him when he once tooke him 

into his hands: inſfomuch as they tooke notice of it as 

a great wonder that he preached that faich which bur 

immediatly beforc he perſecuted. For the power then 

whereby this is wrought,ir is of God, yet the meanes is 

his owne ordinance. So the 3000 in the Ads, were 

conuerted by Peters Sermon. And the Apoſtle S, Paul, 

Ga/at.2,s.Herthat wrought powerfully cr effeQtually 

by Peter in the Apoſtleſhippe of the circumeiſton, 

wrought allo powerfully by me towards the Gentiles, 

Indeed this is a worke of great wonder, & hercinIap- 

peale tothe conſciences of thoſe that haue taſtedof 

this grace of God to their conuerfion , whether they 

haue not ſenſibly felt a moſt admirable and ſupernatu. 

rall working of the ſpirit of God in thE,by the meanes 

of his holy word. What fighting and ftriuing , what 

 terrors and feares haue beene wrought in them, till ac 

length ali their prowd thoughts & imaginations haue 

beene ſubdued,their hearts and affeQions brought in- 

ro captivitie to the imbracing of this truth, VVorthily 

rhereforc ſaith the Prophet Daxra, Thy teſtimonies are Pſrrs, r29, 

wonderful]: wonderfull,nor only in regard of the deep 

treaſure that is hid in them; but in regard of the work-: 

king power anJ efficacy ofthem, By them the won- 

derfullloue, and rich mercy of Godin lefus Chriſt is 

laid open to vs, and our hearts mooued to accept of & 

to imbrace the lame; _ naturally ofour felues-Eph. 3. r9. 263 
3 we 


s Ly oy 


ALS 
WE” 2. 


x.Cor.2.9- 


LPct.2.9. 


(14) 


_ weare moſt ignorant of, and auerſe vnto, And as this 


conuerſion is wonderfull in regard of the power of ir, 
for reducing vs from the bondage of {inne: fo allo in 
regard of the fruits and comforts tizat come by it , and 
arediſpenſedto the children of God by che miniſtery 
of his holy word, ſuch as eyc hath nor feene, care hath 
not heard,nor can enterinto theheart of man, &c. 
And therefore it is called a wonderfull light which we 
are brought vnto: icbrings vaſpeakable toy, comforr, 
andconlolation tothem that are conuertedby ir. 
2 Further,we muſt by this doarine be admoniſhed, 
and learne aTaucat from it: that howſoeuer the Lord 
is able to worke this wonder; yet we muſt not flatter 
ourſclucs in ourſinnes,by negleing or contemning 
the meanes that God hath appointed for the conuer« 
ting of aſinner, looking for ſome ſtrange miracle:o 
be wrought vpon vs befides our wills, or without any 
of our indeauours to harken to the word of grace, For 
though there be neuer ſo great a milery of finne , but 
the Lordcan redeemea man from it: yet there may be 
ſuch an obſtinacy in {inne by the hardning of the heart 
that God may iuſtly leaue men to their owne lufts, 
when they ſhall refiſt his grace. Laſtly,whereas we are 
raught,thar che Lord is wonderfull to his children,in 
their affliftions and wants to prouide for them,and to 
deliuer them; we muſt learne therefore to depend vp- 
on him in all our needs, and ſecke carneſtly vnto him, 
andbeggeat his hands,that he would herein ſhew his 
mercy to vs in his ſonne leſus Chriſt, That he would 
give vs patiently to bearethe crofſe which ſhall be)aid 
vpon vs,to comfort vs in thebcaring , and induc time 
ro 


(15) 
tofreevs. Inall theſe the Lord is wonderfull to his 
children, For ſuch and fo great arethe calamities 
wherewith Gods children are preſſed ſometimes, thac 
it is euen a grear wonder to ſeethe worke of their pa- 
tience, whereby they are ſupported, It1s likewiſe mar- 
velous to ſee and behold whar great comfort the Lord 
gives his children, amidſt theſe manifold troubles 
wherewith they are compaſled about. How cheeres 
full were the Apoſtle Paul and $/{z4 being 1n priſon; 
when they ſung Pſalmes vnto God, at mid-night, and ,, ,,.. 
were heard of all that were neere them, And wonder= © 
full was that deliuerance that the Lord granted to 
chem, in bringing them from that place. Many haue 
beene ſo rapt vp with ſpirituall comforts, when they 
hauec beene in the midſt of their trial], that they haue 
had little or no feeling of any paine. Admirable is that 
which is to bce read of ſome Martyrs in our age, as 
Roſe Allen,R,Bainham, &c, Thathaue cuen quenched 
the violence of the fire , and haue gone through the 
flames of it without any ſuffering of paine. The Vie 
therefore to our ſclues 15, that wharfoeuer afflitions 
the Lordlayes vpon vs,that we yet depend vpo him,& 
that weſay; Though thou kill vs yet wee will nor for- 

{ake thee. This if we doe, wee ſhall finde deliuerance in 
duc time from the Lord. Bur my miſery is fo grear 
that J can ſec no meanes tobe freed,my loſſes are ſuch 
as canno way bce repaired;my friends and comforters 
forſake me,andallhumanchelpeis flowne away. Yet 
I fay to thee, caſt not away thy confidence, but truſt 
in Chriſt leſus for wonders. Thou canfſtnotſay worſe 

in this caſe, ofthy ſelfe then 7ob and Daniacoulaſay. 

| Yet 
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King, 17. 


(16) 
Yerthow werethey recompenced ? and how wonder- 
fully and graciouſly, beyond all expeation, did the 
Lord worke for them. Therefore lay hold by faith of 
the promiſes of God, and chough the time may ſceme 
to bee long deferred, yet remember that the Lord is 
comming,and in comming he will come,and not ſtay. 
In the mcane ſcaſon,the iuſt muſt line by faith. And 
comfort thy ſelfein this, thar though the Lorddoe 
not work ſ{uch miracles for thee, as he hath ſometimes 
done to his children,by rayning food from heaucn vp- 
on thee, or feeding thee by Rauens in thy extremity,as 
he did the Prophet; though hee deliuer thee not mira- 


; culouſly our ofpriſon,as he did the Apoſtles,nor dous 


ble thy ſubſtance ſo wonderouſlly , as hee did to his ſer- 
vant /ob. Though hee kcepe thee not vnroucht in the 
ficry Fornace,as he did the three children: to coclude, 
chough he giue thee not that kinde of comfort & tree- 
dome.which out of thy carnal heart thou maiſt deſire: 
yerknowe this, that his grace ſhall bee ſufficient for 
thee: truſt in him,and relye wholy vpon his goodneſle 
and mercy: and thou ſhalc finde that yethe will worke 
wonderfully for thee, that thy fruſtrations , thy loſſes, 
and tribulations ſhall in the end curne to thy greateſt 
good; and he will either quickly giue rheea firecdome 
from thy afflitions , if they be great, orclle hee will 
mitigatc them , and giue thee patience, which is as 
good as adeliverance.r-Cor.10.13s 

The Counſellour ] There bee ſome that ioine theſe 
ewo words together , making the one an adiunct,or 


_Epithete vnto the other; but foraſmuch as they are le - 
yered one from another in the originall,chey are to be 


conſidered 


(17) 
conſidered of as diverg,, names given to the 2/e/Jeh. 
This ſecond'then. is that hee is named Counſellor. 
Vhich is ſo tobe vnderſtood. .thar he is the teacher &- 
inſtruRer of his Church, . by. whom the Fatherdorh. 
reueale his counſell and his will to. his people, The 
docrine then from this place js: That Ieſus Chriſt is 
the great counſellor of his C hurch, This is tobe ſhew- 
edby the Scripture,as Prov? F. 7.4. VVherewildomeis 
brought inſpeaking in her perfon;,which is the Sonne 

of God:lhauecounſlell, &c. &thelike 1ob:72, 13. With 
him is wiſdome and forticude ,. he hatly counſall and 
vnderſtanding, And greatreafon is there why this ar» 
tributeſhould be. giucn ang. appropriated to out Savi- 
our Chriſt leſus, Firſt in regard of his Soucraingey,be« 
cauſe he is the Lord and commaunder of the Church, 
the Facher having as it were committed the diſpen- 
ſation of all things vato him: Hee is. the Saujour: of iis 
Church,and hathredeemed.itto himſelfe; good. rea- 
ſon then why his voice ſhould be heard, and he accoti- 
red theinſtruter and direRer ofthe Church which is 
founded in him,and whereot heis the head; Secondly, 
in regardof his allſufficiency,in teaching and. inſtru- 
ingot his Church,and giving of lawes and precepts to 
his children,for which'it is ſaid,that in him al the mea-. 
ſures of wildame andknowledge, arc hid.; VVhg.then 
ſo firas heto bethe:.Counicllour, 6 dire&andg uide.. 


Doth. 


Prophericall office of our Sauioar Chriſt, as heis our 
reacher., and.inftruter. Now hercin weareto conſis. 
der.of theſe particulars , Firſt, how.and: whereby our. 
Savipus Chiſidath Annes theſe bis.counſrls aro. 


VS. 


his Church? - This title then.doth appertaineito. the Collola.3, 
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Ieh.16.7. 


(18) 
vs. Secondly,the quality and exeellency of his Coun- 
ſells. Thirdly,the authority andthe neceſſity of theſe 
his counſells, Fourthly , tro whom heedorh eſpecially 
reveale his counſells. Forthe firſt,our Sauiour Chriſk 
is our Counſellour, vatowhom wee muſt repaire for 
inſtru&ion and direRion, in all our affaires. But how 


.' ſhall we goeto him?heis in heauen,and we are vpon 


the earth, When he himſelfe lived here amongſt vs, 
there was acceſſe vnto him. Then his Diſciples and o- 
thers might perſonally goe ro inquire of this or that: 
But f&w ſhallir benow ? Ianſwer by that which our 
Saujour Chriſt himſelfeſaid co his Diſciples, that whe 
he was gone he would ſend chem a comforter; That is 
che ſpirit of God: ſo now that he is in heauen,that wee 
cannotgoc to him in perſon,nor hee in perſon ſpeakes 
to vs;he ſends vs a Counſlellour , which is his holy ſpi- 
ritzwhichisnot another Counſellour, neither takerh 

his office from him. But the operationand working of 
this being proper to the ſpirir of God,as the principall 
inſtrument and worker of all graces, amongſt which 

counſcIlahd vnderſtanding arero bee ranked ; and for 


_ thatthe workes of the Trinity arevndiuided,jin regard 
of the externall operations towards the creatures, 


which yer-muſt be: vnderſtood diſtinAly in regard of 
the manner. Forthatwhich the father wotkerh , hee 
worketh'rioras from any; bur the-Sonne from the Fa- 


ther,and theholy Ghoſt fromthe Father and the Son; 


Therefore this is aſcribed ro the ſpirit of God. As for 
this very point,Revez.75.I counſellthee robuy of mee 
gold,&e;Itis thefaying ofthe ſonne'of God (whois: 
- i TO ptrt 


_— 


, delixed himto goe vp with him to Remoth Gilead;Ake 


(19) 
ſpirit of God aſcribed to the ſame, v. laſt; asallthe reſt 
in that and the fore-going chapter; which muſt teach 
vs tofec and obſerue the working of the whole Tri: 
nity in all ſuch divine ations, that wee exclude none, 
and yet that we confound notrheir operations in re. 
gard ofthe manner of their working, Secondly, infe: 
gardoftheexternall meanes, whereby the'ſpiric"of 
God doth eſpecially makeknowne his counſells, &his 
will vnto vs; itis by the word of God taught andrea: 
ched: And this muſt reachvsto harken ro "the/word 


_ of Gog,&beſtudious init; rhis muſt be our wiſdome; 


vnto it we muſt fly for vnderſtanding and refolurion in 
all doubts; for guidance anddireion in all our ati» 
ons, This doQtrine is generall for al} ſorts of perſons,& 


. ſerueth cuen forkings,andcounſellours , ro admirthe 


Lord into their aſſemblies, and in all their affaires to 
conſhlewith his holy word. Elſe if they ſhall followe 
humane wiſdome and pollicy,negleRting the: precepts 
and commandments which hee hathgiuen, lerthem 
looke that their wiſdome' ſhall bee turned into folly. 
And if their counſells and pollicies doe croſſe or op+ 

oſc his word and truth, let them bee ſure they cannor 
Rad: for there is no counſell norwildome againſtrhe 
Lord. This made the kingly Prophet Dan/dtro adhere 
andcleaue to the law of God,of which hee ſaith. T 


reſtimonies are my delight,and my counſlellours, Ang 119,34, 


ſoſb.r. 8.Itis left as acommandement toall Rulers an 
Magiſtrates, that the booke of thelaw muſtnor de- 
part out of their mouth, but they'muſt 'meditarein it 
night and day,&c.So Jchoſhaphat ſpaketo Ahab, who 


C 2 counſell 
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(20) 
1.Chr, 19,4. Counſel [praytheef faith be)atithe wordofrhe Lord, 
Ve mulſtcherefore goe rorhe-wordof the Lord ;and 
as they vied-to reſort to-the-Prophers and Prieſts in 
the time ofthe law-, that they4night learne the coun: 
ſell of God from them: For the Prieſts lips ſhould pre- 
ſerue knowledge ,- &c.- $0 wee ought-in matters of 
weight and difficulty, where we our {cluesare notable 
ſocleerely to-diſcerne the word of God: to leckefatil. 
fationour of ijtatiheirhands. Andif itbe required of 
vs that we ſhould chus ſecke co,God & his holy word, 
and-make leſus: Chriſt tobe our counſellor: then hor- 
rible is the ſinne of thoſe. that make the diuell their 
counſcllar;fuchare they that ſecke ro witches, and wil: 
ards; This many doe tharthey may knowe things thar 
ate to come;that they may-had things chat are loſt &c. 
lec.2 Kings: 7. n'7 
- Secondly for-the quality of the counſclls of the 
-Lorg: They are fachas teach. ys the way wherein wee 
ought-to walke, ſo aswe may pleaſe God. They tend 
cuer to.goodneſle & holines,as Rewvz. rothe Church | 


of Laoditea,,; counſel thee ro buy ofmee. gold, &c, 
There bee many that, giue counſell which is goodin a 
reſpe&tthatisin theway of pollicy,butnot in the wa 
of honeſty: luch was the counſel] of Achitophel, which 
was called good; becauſe.it was fit and proficable for 
'thetime,and.occalion; Burt thoſe counſellsthat we re- 
ceaue from our Saviour Chriltlcſus, arefuchaslead | 
to that which.isgaodaudplealingto/God.in our ſer- 
vicevmo himgand the gbegdicace of his will, And for - 
the farther excellency of theſe. counſells, wee arc to 
lanz.17, Jnowsthartheyars ſuch| as will diſcouervato vsrhe 
| Sou: — © a | anger 


(25) 
danger,the folly,the vanity that comes by othet:coun® 
ſells; whereby we ſhallbe taught to avoidithewaies of 
finne,and be armed againſt all falſe perſwaſions, coun- 
ſe!ls, and proie&ts which tend to vngodlineſle; and like- 
wiſe the excellency thereof isſeene'in this , thatthe 
promuc evermorean affured event ot good ſucceſle 
ro all them that imbrace the ſate.that which humane 
and earthly counſell cannot affure a man of. Andboth 
theſe areplainely raught vs,Prover. 78.7 7. (ce and 2; 
10-11:440. Therefore rharwee' may finde thedefiredies! 
vent of comfortcoour foules; andioy-to ourhearrs in 
the proſperous fucceſle of that which wee goe about: 
let vs conſulrwith the Lord , and take no counſcl] of 
flcſh and blood. Thirdly, for the authority of theſe his: 
counſells,they are giuen by him thats the- Lord and 
tncrcforeweeareto hold them as commandements, 
which muſt bind vs to obedience. We are nortatliber- 
ty to follow them, or to refule them ,;asin humane ad«. 

viſe and counſel}, wichoutthe diſpleature of Almighty 
God. The Papiſts ſer vp a deviſe of Euangelicall/coun:: & 

ſells , which men arenortbound to obey, which yerif- 

they doe obey they haue the greater perfetion;burwes 

acknowledge nor any ſuch arbitrary. obedience. Bur | 

Jeſus Chriſt being our Counſellour, weeare boiind to 

harken ro his voice our of his holy word,& to obſerue- 

his ſtatutes, & counſells. And for theneceſity of this, 
that wemuſthaue our Sauiour Chriſt leſus/robe our: 

coun(ellour,ir may appearebyrhis, that without him 

and his word,thereis no knowledge,no wildome, nor: 
counſell. A man is'no berrer then a beaſtofhis owne; 

knowledge,as the Propher reſtifierh.: Alas, how miſe+ 
£ C3 rable . 
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2.Cor, 1.30, 


(32) 

rablewerewe,ifwehad nor this light to dire& vs and 
lead vs vnto the Lord. Moſt wofully blinde then are 
they ,that thinke there is no ſuch vſc of the word of 
God, as many would make the world to belceue: but 
that men may atraineto wiſdome ſufficient wichour it, 
or by reading, or ſtudying of other bookes, Bur Dawid 
thought otherwiſe,when hee ſaid: Thy word is alight 


tomy feet,andalanthorne tomy ſteps. They hauec tors 


ſaken thy word (faith the Propher } and what light is 
therein them? A man may as well bee without the fa+ 
culty of reaſon to be a man,as to be without the know 
ledge of Chriſt leſus in his word to bee a Chriſtian, 
Nay, a brutc beaſt isnearerinreaſontoa man, then a 
reaſonableman is to a truce Chriſtian beleeuer , if hee 
hauc no knowledge of God and his word. The natu- 
rallman 7 fairhthe Apoſtle ) vnderſtandeth not the - 
things of God,neither can he ; they are folly vnro him, 
Letvs therefore renounce our owne wiſdome, and fly 
to him,let vs learne ofhim,and deriue all our wiſdome 
and vnderſtandingfrom him, who is the fountaine of 
all erue and ſauing wiſdome, and who of God is made 
vato vs(as the Apoſtle ſaith)wiſdome,rightcouſneſle, 


ſanRification,andredemprion. 


» Laſtly;che Lord is acounlellour, and willrevealc his 


counſells ro his children, As for the wicked and impe- 


nicent,no maruell though they be without vnderſtan. 
ding,and through want thereof fallinto miſchiefe be- 
ing ſtrangers tothe Lord. They are deſtitute of al true 
and ſauing wiſdome,whereby they ſhould be dire ted 
in the way of godlineſſe. Now thatthe Lord may bea 
Counſellourtoivsinall our ations, and that wee may 


be 


(23) 
be led by himintheway of truth and godlineffe, it is _ 
required that we ſceke vnto him: wee muſtfecke him | ., 
m humility,caſting away all confidence in our fehues, Meanes, KR 
andconceit in our owne vnderſtanding, We muſt bee I. 
fooles of the world,and acknowledge all humane wif. 
 dometo be folly,before we can be wiſe vnto God. Se- 
condly,we mult ſecke him by earneſt prayer,and ſue ro 

him for his mercy, that hee would inlighren vs with © 

the crue knowledge of his will, and ſhew vs the way 
wherein we ought to walke: and this we haue cauſeſo 

much the more in theſe dangerous times to be careful 

of wherein th re are ſo many ſeas, fo many different 
opinions in matters ofreligion,fo many hereſies daily 
ſpringing vp: that therefore it would pleaſe the Lord 
roguidvs inthatone way, which is thetrue andthe 

only way,wherein we may walke inthe ſincere and vn« 

dchiled profeſſion of his truth, Andthirdly,wee muſt , 

haue the feare of God ever before our cies, which is an Þ | 
eſſentiall property to bee required and found inall the, = 
ro whom God dothreuealc his counſells, Pſalm. 5.73. 4 
And being thus qualified , andreceauing, andimbra+ 

cing the-inſ{truftionsandcounfells of God giuen vsin 

his holy word; wee ſhall make our way proſperous; 

we ſhall doe nothing that is vnlawfull and wicked,that 
ſhould bring danger,or procure cuiltvnto vs, As Reho- 
boam,who vling badcounſellours/ , -and harkning to 
them,refuſing the ſage & grave advice ofthe ancients, 

felt the greeuous ſmart,of irwhen it was toolatero a« 

mend it, Andlaſtly,we ſhal hanecomfort in theeuent. 
Whatſoeuer befalls: muſt needs bee to'our good arid 
comfort, God will euermoreblefle them ' | _ 
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Def. our Chriſt Ieſus ; rodenote his vamatchable power, 


Mar.13, 19. 


(24) 
hiswaies, and follow the counſels and dire&tions of 
his holy word. | 

- The mighty God] This name is ginento our Saui- 


And from hence we aretaught; That hec that comes 
to worke ourdeliuerance and ſalnation , muſt come in 
the power and might of God. There was no humane 
created power that was ſufficient forthis, The reaſons 
hereof are, Firſt, becauſe hee muſt incounter with the 
infinite iuſtice of God,for the tranſgreſſion of his law, 
and the ſeucre wrath of God , for the offence of his 
maicſty. But this burden, nomanasa man, is ableto 
vndergoc. A man may beare'the- wrath of man,&wviue 
ſufficient ſatisfa@ion by ſuffering, ro humane juſtice: 
Bur the diſpleaſure of the Almighty, God cannot bee 
borne,but only by him that is of like diuine power:not 
thatthediuinenaturedoth ſuffer ( for- it ts vnpatible) 


- only i: giues ſupportance to that which'is capable of 


ſuffcring;which otherwiſe would bee ſwallowed vp,of 
the immenſity and greatneſle of thoſe terrors,which 


_ are inflited by the juſtice of God, Secondly,hee muſt 


conflict with Satan,who is now: growne powerful by 
ſinne. This is that firong man-of whom the Scripcure 


Tpeaketh; that by force of armes hauing taken poſleſli, 
_ onofapalace;keepesall things in peace; but a ſtronger 


then he comming(who.is our Sauiour Chriſt ) hee ta» 
keth and bindeth.him,and diuiderh the ſpoiles. Thirdly 
he muſtenter the liſts with ſinng and! death; two great 
tyrants of whoſe voreſiſtable powerand dominion, we 
may'T cad, Rams: 5 \There 15 A kingdome and raigne fe 
ucn vnto-then., buc/our Sauiour Chriſtcame ro abo. 

od lick 


(25/ 
liſh the ſame. He is here therefore called God zand the 
mighty God. For that hee comes to workea power» | 
fullſaluation for vs. According to that which Zachary Lut.y, 6, 
hathin his hymne, The Lord hzth raiſed vp a horne of 
ſaluation for vs inthe houſe of his ſeruant Dauzd. And 
yet farther,beſides thar he hath ſatisfied the diuine ju- 
ltice,conquered Satan, {inne, death, &c. Andby the 
vertue of his ſuffering (hee being the fonne of Gad) 
mericed gracefor vs: [tis to bee _alerucd , that by his 
divine nature being God, hee hath ſanCtified our hu 
mane nature which hee aſlumed. Andrhis is alſo a 
mighty worke of his power, And thus hee himſelfe 
| ſpeaketh; For their ſakes doe I ſanifie my ſelfe, &c. 
For the nature of man was fo defiled by finne, thatno 
other perſon or creature, Man,or Angell couldaſſume 
it,but ſhould haue beene polluted by ir, ſo farre was it 
from any other to purge itzbut our Sauiour Chriſt by 
this meanes hath cleanſed vs,&c.Andbcing the migh- 
ty God alſo,the vertue gf this power doth extend ir 
ſelfe to the ſauing and keeping vs from all miſeries 
whatſocuer, Thatas he hath redeemed vs from our fal, 
ſo he ſhould alſo ſaue vs from falling; and ſo hold vs 
that none ſhould take vs out of his hands, But now in 
a word,it would be ſhewed how and by what meanes 
the mighty power of God was ſcene inthe worke of 
_ ourſalvation, For this wee ſay,that it was manifeſted | 
by weakneſle: and this way {eeme very ſtrange,thathe 
that came to bee aconquerour ouer Satan and finne, 
ſhould lay the foundation of his power in weakneſle. 
In weakneſle I ſay , not in reſiſting of finne and Satan, 
but in yeclding to the vablameable ſuffering of many 
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(26) 
afflitions and torments, yea of death it ſclfe,for our 
ſalvation. So that when his humanity ſeemed ro bee 
moſt weake,his divine power was molt ſtrong and po. 
rent; and he perfeted this his ſtrength, by tie bowing, 
and yeelding of his body ro ſuff:ring : and fo by death 
(as the Apoſtle faith )} hee onercame him that had the 
power of death,thatis the Diuel!, &c, Thus then wee 
may ſec,that our Saujour Chriſt recejued no diminuti- 
on in the power of his Godhead, which euer wrought 
mightily, when in his humanity he ſuffered moſt ex. 
tremely, It was not for want of powerthart he ſuffered 
and was perſecuted; for he was the mighty God: bur ir 


was his will ſo to ſubic himfelfe to the obedience of 


the Law of God for our ſakes. Here then weareto 
receaue admonition : That foraſmuch as our ſaluation 
is wrought by God; that the ſonne of God muſt come 
downe from heauen,and ſhew his power in the curin 

of vs;therefore we muſt highly account of ir; and try 
dearely render it , VVhena great Prince beſtows a rich 
iewell ypon a man , hee will keepe it carefully and 
valewe it ata highrate indeed, not onely becauſe it is 
precious itſelfe, but becauſcit is given by ſuch a one: 
then much more ought we to ſhew this reſpe& vnto 
the gift thatis giuen vs by the Lord; and thatſo much 
more.,becauſe the Lord dorh as it were rurne himſelfe 
ints this iewell ro beſtowe vpon vs. We are bought 
with aprice (as the Apoſtle faith),yea God hath redce. 
medvs with his blood , Let vs therefore glorify God 
in our bodics.and our foules. What a diſhonour were 
it for vs to defile our {clues in our ſoules and bodies, by 
cvill concupiſcences, by the ations ofvncleanneſle & 
ſinne, 
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697. 
ſinne,when the Lord himſclfe,hath bene at this coſtto 
worke our redemption . And whereas:he is called the 


mighty God: here wee may receaue great comfort; 


That Satan cannot ſo ſtrongly aſſault vs, but we haue 
one ſtronger then heto oppoſe him . Though Satan 
ſhall ſecke ro winnowe Peter; yertif Chriſt Ieſus take 
his part and pray for him, hisfaith ſhall not fayle, 


Though thy temprations then be great, and thou fin. ub:2.31, 


deſt thy ſelfe plunged inthe depth of ſinne, yer lift vp 


| thyhcad and ſeeke to the Lordzand ifthou haſt adeſire 
| tobecured,let not the multitude of thy tranſgreſſions 


diſmay thee: For thy ſauiouris a mighty God, 

This is alſo a doAtrine for thoſe that oppoſe them. 
ſclues againſt the word of God, or againſt thechurch 
of God, ifirſtand, they ſhall fall, for he isa Godof 
power that defends it. Hath he comedowne from hea- 
uen,to redeeme his Church, for which he hath giuen 
his blood;hath he ſo mightily ſhewed his diuine power 
in the ſetling and eſtabliſhing of it;zand ſhall it now be. 
comea pray to the Tpoyler ? ſhall the wicked by the ar- 
me offleſh thinke to obſcure, or deface,or bring down 
the glory of it? No itis good for kings of the earth to 
doc homageto the ſonne of God, They finde it by CX= 
periencenow to be their beſt ſafry tofly ro the church, 
for proteion,cven from outward caſualties . And 
howſocuer there cannot poſhibly ſomany ſwordes & 
ſheildes be brought forth into the field for the defence 
therof, as the adverſaries can ſhew that fight againſt ir: 
(chough yet the vitory benot gotten by the number 
and multitude of men,and the force of armes) yer they 


muſt knowe that God hath another meanes for the 
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(28) 
bringing vnder ofthis adverfaries; and there be other 
weapons then theſe by which he fights for his truth, & 
beates downe that which is contrary to it,asrhe Apo- 
file faith:-The weapons of our war-fare arenor carnall, 
&c.And theſe arc of the greateſt power: for they ſerue 
to confound all rhe proud imaginations of the heart, 
& ro caſt downe all ſtrong holdes, & whatfocuer doth 
aduance irſcife againſt the knowledge of God.&e. 
Andlaſtly this muſt teach vs to truſt in God-and de- 


5 pend vpon him,in all our miſeries whatſocuer they be. 


AR.5.10, 


Gen.4.20, 3 


For he is firong and mighty: He is our Sauiour, not 
only to deliuer vs from the power of {inne and ſpiritu» 
all bondage;but alſo out of all other calamitics & mi- 
ſeries. VVhen the Apoſtles were put in priſon for prea« 
ching in thename of Chriſt; The Angell of God was 
ſent to deliver them,& to bid them goc into the Tem« 
ple,& thereto preach to the peopte the words of life, 
Our Sauiourduring the time of his being inthe world 
ſhewed his power as well vpon the bodies of menas 
theirſoules, though the chiefe worke for which hee 
was ſent were to binde vp the broken hearted, &c, Hee 
will therefore exerciſe his mighty: power to-his chil. 
dren both inſpiricuall andearchly things. 

The Father of eternity]This cicle is giuen to our Sa- 
viour Chriſt to ſer forth,nort wharthe1s in himſelfe,bur 
what he is to vs, Theword Father, is giuen to himnor 
as by right ofnature,orcreatioa, bur as-heis the foun. 
der or author ofthis vato which it 1s applied, As the 
word Father is ſo vied ſometimes inthe Scripture, as 


!. Genet is ſaid of /abal,that hewasthe father of fuchas 


dwell in Tenrs,& uba{ thar he was the father of them 
that 


(29) 
thar play vpon the Organs,8c. Becauſe they were the 
firſt beginners and inuenters of theſe ſciences. From | 
hence then we learne this doArine ;That Chriſt leſus Ds7, 
is :he Author of crernall life to all thatbe his.” This is 
proued /oh,70.27,28.My ſheepe heare my voice, and } 
giue vnto themeeternall life,&c. There is then an eſtate 
of eternity pronided for the children of God. So 7.Per. 
1.3. Wee arc begotren againe to aliuely hope bythe 
reſurreQion of Ieſus Chriſt from the dead, to an inhe- 
ritance incorruptible', vndefiled,and that fadeth nota- 
way,reſerucd in heauen for vs. But now as our Sauiour 77:7. 
Chriſt Jeſus is rhe Author and giuer of this; ſoweare 
ro knowe that it being fo great a gift," is not beſtowed 
| atrandome, but the Lord knoweth them that bee his: 
he taketh ſpeciallnorice ofthem,and howſocuer atthe 
firſt, when-he caſts his loue vpon:them there-is no dif- 
ference betweene them there, yet afterwards 
vpon their calling they muſt manifeſt better ſignes off | 
rhis grace, Firſt then there is required of vs the ſauing / 
knowledge of God, and of Chriſtleſus, as /ob, 77:2. 
This is life crernall to knowe thee; &c. Secondly, they. 
muſt hauetcue faith to beleeue in him. So /ob; 2 Hee 
that belecueth in the ſonne of God hath cuerlaſting 
life, &c. Thirdly obedience to the commanndements- 
of God; asinthe place before, My ſheepe hearemy; 
voyce &c.And | ginevno thenmerernall IfecFourthly 
willingnes and patience in bearing of the Croſlefor. 
Chriſts ſake. As itis athtr9. VWhoſocuer foriaketh 
Howſles,or Brethren,or Siſters. &c.For my names lake; 
ſhall receaue an hundred fold; and ſhall-ynherit-evers 
laſting life, Fiftly Conſtancyandperſcucranceinpro- 
D 3 feſling. 
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(30) 
feſling the truth ef Chriſtro the end: fo Rev: 2. 70. Bee 
faithfull ro the death andI will giuc vnto theethe 
crowne of life. This doQrine then croſles the fooliſh 
and vaine cogitations of the men ofthis world, who 
thinke to obraine this erernall life at their end, though 
they liuencuerſo looſely or idly , without all know- 
ledge,and faith,and feare of God. They deccaue them» 
ſclues greatly. Life everlaſting is coparedto acrowne = 
ora garland; which we muſt ſtriucand contend for, 
Labournot forthe meat rhar periſheth, but for &c, 
Thus then we ſee what are the perſons ro whom this 
is giuenz how they muſtbe gratified. And who is the 
author hereof. vz; Chriſt lIeſus whom the Father hath 
ſealed. 

But here a queſtion may be mooued ; why this is 
aſcribed hereto theſonne of God. Since our ſauiour 
Chriſt ſaith, thar itis prepared of his father, and that ir 
is not his to giue?Ve anſwere that our ſauiour giuerh 
not this as he is man; buras he is God and man,our re 
deemer.And ſo the Father hath giuen to him to be the 
authorof this eternity, '' Euen as a king that hath ap- 
pointed to his ſonne the, conquering oa country, 
when hc hath brought itto lubieQtion, he commits all | 
judgment ro him; the power of the lives and deaths of 
thoſe whome he ſubduethzthe diſpoſing of al honours 
8&dignitics to whome he pleaſeth:So God the Father 
hauing committed this grear officeto his Sonne, to 


conquerthe kingdome of Satan and of darknes, and to 
ſervp and advancea glorious kingdome inſtced there- 
of:doth as irwere lcaue to him the managing of all the 
affaires of this ſpirituall kingdome which he hath pur- 


chaſed; 


(31) 


chaſed; appointing noneto eternall life and ſaluation, 


but in and by him» 


' This do&rine then affordeth great comfort to all 2: 


Gods children, and ſuch as faithfully belecue in Chrift 
Icfus , Since he hath the diſpoſing of thoſe manſions 
that are in the kingdome of heauen, how can he nor 
bur provide for them? They hauc then an aſſurance of 
their ctcrnall happines, as if they had it already in po. 
ſeſlion;thereforethe Scripture hath ir oftenzthey haue 
ctcrnall life, they are 10s 4-7 from death to life, 8c. 
Our ſaviour Chriſt tol4his diſciples that he wentto 


providea place for them. By his being in heauen then lokzr4ux 


we haue this benefit, that Reisnot only a mediator for 
vsto the father; buralſo he isthere to provide a place 
for vs. In the meane ſeaſor. letvs be carefull while wee 
line vpon the earth, to ſtriueafter this eternity; let vs 
not bury our immortall ſoules in the earchly defires, & 
carnallluſts ; but remember that we are appointed for 
ancſtate of eternity, Letvs conſider thatthere isno- 
thing in this world which is ſtable or permanent, why 
ſhould we then for the corruprible traſh and vanity of 
chis life,which periſherh inthe vſing,forfer the erernal 
crowae of glory, to ourerernall perdition? Chriftis 
not the father of thar eternity. Andlet vs belaborious 
in ſeeking after this eternall life : andbecauſe theword 
of God is the meanes by which we muſt be brought 


ro everlaſting happines; for itis the foode that laſterh loh:6.27, 


ro eternall life; let vs therefore(as we are counſeled) la- 
bour carneſtly to atrraine it, 
Laſtly chis muſt ſupport vs in the vadergoing of the 
croſſe and afflitions; through many tribulations wt 
mu 
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(32) 
muſt paſſe to this heauenly kingdome, Howſoecuer 
therefore it ſhall pleaſe God to lay his hand vpon vs 
by powerfull perſecution,ſicknes, impriſonment,con- 
tempt, &c. Let vs remember that theſe arc but fora 
ſhorttime, they aremomentary afflitions, not tobe 
.comparcd, with,,nor noe way worthy of that glory 
-that ſhall berevecalcd, 

ThePrince of Peace] This is the laſt Epithite heare 
giuen to the promiſed Adeſſz4h ., Which {etteth forth 
the moſt excellent and ſingular benefit that we have 
by him, of our reconciliation with God,to the work- 
ing and cffeCting whereof, the whole courſe of his 
birth,life,aRions,doftrine, and ſufferings tended, And 
this is that which in this conſort of thediuerſe ſofiding 
titles that are giuen to our Sauiour,dorh make vp the 
diapalon , oe giues a moſt melodious found tothe 
cares of all that heare the ſame,that itis he thatputrs an 
endo that dircfullenmiry that was betweenrhe Lord 
& vs, and brings vs moſt ſtable and flouriſhing peace, 
then which nothing can, be more acceptable, Here 

Doi then wee learne, That our ſaviour. Chriſt came to 
bring peace into the world, For this benefic, the very 
namedorh proclayme the excellency of it, ſo that no- 
thing need be ſpekento commend 1c or to make men 
loucir.It isthat which maketh all things to flouriſh in 
tranquillity it is ſought for by men, ioyed inby angells, 
and delighted in by God himſelfe. It is that withour 
which no body cither naturall or politique can ſtand, 

| By peaceevery thing is perlerucd, in his place and kind, 

- andthoughthey haue their ſeucrall motions and ope. 

- perations, yetthey are norcroſſe one to another, bue 
_ agree 


(33) 
agreetogetber excellently as the firings ofan inſtru- 

ment , On the contrary where contention is;thereis 
diſperſion and diſlipaſion both in the body and the 
eſtate, Now our Sauiour Chriſt came tobring peace 

into the world, but this not acarnall or worldly Peace; 

for ſuch peacc elſewhere he diſclaimeth;but iris a hea- 

uenly and ſpirituall peace, And this was figured by his 

birth ; he was borne inthe time of much peace; info« 

much as the prophecy was, that their {words ſhould 

be turned into fithes, to ſhew that he ſhould cometo 

bring peace. Now we are ledd by this doctrine to 
con(ider ofthele particulars. Firſt what is ournaturall (+. z, 
eſtate & condition wherein we ſtand withourt.Chriſt, -.' 
who brings this peace, Secondly what kinde ofpeace:. 

this iswhich he brings vs, Thirdly what are the fruites . 

of this peace which is affourded by him. Fourthly by 

what meanes this peace was wrought forvs,8& made . 
tobeours. : 

For the firſt , we are to knowethat we areall eni- 

mics to God, and finne is that which wrought this en« 
mity.As E/ay: 59-2. Your iniquitics hauc ſeparated be. 
ewecne you and your God... And Hef: 4.2, The Lord 

hath aquarrell wich rhe inhabicants of che land: &c, 
Theſcare they thatmake thediſtance betweene God 

and vs,thathinderall good things from vs.and that are 

as the loadſtone that brings the iron rodd of Gods 
anger vpon vs; And as /coram ſaith to Jehp, Is it peace, 

Thu? He anſwered,what peacecantherebe, ſo long as 

the whordomes ofthy mother, and her witchcrafts 
arcſo many? So it maybe ſaid ofvs.inregard of our, 
ſinnes, there can beno peace ynto vs whiles we liue in, King 9,33) 

them 2 
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them, for there is no peace to the wicked, This there. 
fore muſt teachvs to take due notice of that which is 
thecauſe of rhe odds betweene the Lord and vs,& alſo 
ofthatdiſturbance that we find in the world, which js 
finne, We are apt tolay the cauſes of our inward and 
outward diſquietnes vpon other things and occaſions, 
then that which is indeed the true cauſe thereof, And 
withalllet vs take the right courſe,to breake of our inj- 
quities by righteouſnes,as the Prophet giuerh coilſel], 
that ſo there may beahealing, We muſt gocanda. 
gree with our adverſary quickly while he is in the way, 
Anditdoth teach vs what is the folly and madnes of 
the men of the world;that are haters of peace, harers of 
their owneliues,andlouers of death, whiles they giue 


overthemſclues ſecurely to rhe committing of finne: 


they runne hereby into the enmity of Godto their 
ownedeſtrudion. 

Secondly for thenature ofthis peace, and wherein 
itis ſcene. This isa fpirituall peace, which is betwixe 
God and ourconſciences, vpon our reconciliation to 
him, when our ſinnes are put away. This is that of 
which the Apoſtle ſpeakerh, Rom: 5. Being iuſtified by, 
faith we haue peace towards God.By rhispeace althe 
eerrors androubles , and fearesariſing jn vs, and cau- 
ſed by our {innes ate Sons and appcaſed, Andas we 
hauc peace with God, inthis reipeCt, ſoalfo conſe- 
quently from'this doth arife and flowe peace with all 
thecreaturesboth in heauen andearth.Of all odds this 
istheworſtand moſt fearefull, when we are at odds 
with the Lard, he is ſtronger then we; we cannot con« 
ft with him.His indgmentes arc fearcfull and intol- 

9, w- lera« 


(359 
terable, we cannot indurethem: therefore we muſt a» 
boue all things ſecke this peace, But fomewillſay.[ 
feele all things quiet within me, Iam free and have 
beene alwayes,fro theſe vexations.But I ay vnto thee; 
it is the more daungerous vnto theez anda fignethar 


thou doeſt not knowe indeed what belongs vnto true 


peace, which nonecan find but they that baue firſt ins 
dured a great conflict within them; and have been af- 
ſaulted with the wrath of Ged, 


Thirdly,for the fruits of this peace. They ace many 


and excellent;as firſt,it workerth in vs exceeding ioy 8 
cranquility in the minde; wee feele ourſclues thereby 
diſcharged of a great burden that preſſed vs fore. A- 
gaine.we are hereby comforted &ftrengthnedagainſi 
all the temptations of finne & Satan , it makes vs pro- 
{perouſly to thriue and flouriſh in all the graces of 
Gods ſpirit ; which wee couldnot aſpire vnto before, 
whiles we were clogged wich ſinne. It imboldens vs a+ 

gainſt our cnimies,and makes vs notto feare their ma- 
lice, For when wee haue once gotten the Maſter on 
our fide,and are at onewith him, and in the compaſle 
of his fauour, wee need notcare for the malice of any 
lewdſcruant that is about his houſe. It cauſerth vs to 

_ retoyce intribulations. Andlaſtly, it maketh way and 
acceſſe with comfort for vs,to the throne of grace to 

ſeeke vnto God; from whom weare baniſhed , & can- 
not indure his preſence ſo long as we liue in {inne:theſe 
and ſuch others arethe gracious cffcs of this peace, 
Seeing then ſo many excellent comforts doe ariſe fro 
ehis peaceand reconciliation , ler vs ſeeke forit aboue 
allthings,& neuer giuereſt to oureye-lids till wehaue 
attained it. E 2 Fourthly, 
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Fourthly..;for the meanes by which thispeaceis 
procured; 4tis by our Sauiour Chritt, So iris ſaid, he is 
ourpeace.Anditisnot only faid that he is our peace; 
but hereghe is the Prince of peace: whereby wee may 


-learne,that without him there is no peace , out ofhis 


kingdome there isnothing but hatred & enmity, And 
further,in that he is the Prince of peace, we learne that 
tÞis peace is ſtable and certaine;for he hath eſtabliſhed 
it by his authority, Therefore the peace of Gods chil- 
dren ſhall notbeinterrupted, Fortheir enimies ſhall 
bee continually beaten downe that ſhall aſſaultthem, 
Hence itis thatitis prophecied of him , that in his 
time peace ſhall flouriſh, as long as the Sunne and 
Moone indureth, They that liue vnder any earthly go- 
yernment cannotpromile vato themſelues any conti-. 
nued eſtate of peice,but cither ciuill diſſention may a- 
riſe,or outward enimies may annoy them, that they | 
may be caſt out;but this peace (ſhall continue for euer. 
Thereforeletvsſecke itlo much the more earneſtly, 
as weſce that it is ſtable and permanent. Now further, 
for;che meanes by which our Saviour Chriſt hath 
wrought this,it is by his death and crofie. Thus ſaith y þ 
theApoltlezthat by the crofſe he might reconcile both 

to Godin one body , hauing {laine enmity thereby, 

And Ce/.r.20. hauing made peace by the blood of his 

crofſe by him,to reconcile all things vnto himlelte,8&c, 

This then is the price of our peace, cuentheblood of 

Chriſt Ieſus that immaculate lamabe, who was {liine 

for vs. And this was typed in the law by thoſe peace- 

offrings which were madeby blood, Lew. 7. And this 
ſheweth the ſeucrity of Gods iuſtice againſt ſin, There 


- 


(37) 
wasno intreaty , nor mediation ro bee made bur by 
blood. This quarre]l was fo great,that there was'no 
other meanes to haue it taken vp, but by the blood of 
Chriſt leſus, And rhereforeic muſtteach vs to make 
much of 'our peace when we hate once attained ir; & 
take offthat which may cauſea diſtraftion. Andthar 
as wee are made at one with God through this blood 
of the croſle: ſo we take heed we fallno more into fin, 
and ſo.crucifie to our ſelues againe the Sonne of God, 
And that we becaretull roſeckerhe good and peace 
one ofanother,and liue rogether in peace, as Chriſt 
our Sauiour hath wrougherhis for vs, andcommen- 
deditrovs, And forthe meanes by which this is con- 
veyed ynto vs; The prinetpattinſtrumentis the Spiric 

of God, The meanes by which the ſpirit of God wotiks 

this, is Gods ordinancein the Miniſtery of his holy 
word. VVce muſt therefore, ifwvee deſire to attaine to 
this peace, harkentothe Golpell of Chriſt Jeſus, and 
receaue it; and make that due account that is required, 
ofthe word of Godpreached, whereby this peace is 


wrought. So the Apoſtlereacheth vs. Thar Chriſt Eph.a2 27. 


came ant preached peacetgthem that were a farre of 
and werenigh. They therefore that negleCt or cons 
temnethe miniftery ofthe word,lerthem nortlooke to: 
finde any true peace in their conſciences, or reconcilia- 

tion with God, Let vs ſeeke then to finde this peace in 
our ſoules,& to lay hold on Chriſt, who is the Prince 

of peace. Now for our further attaining ofthis, there 
are two things eſpecially that wee mult [ooke to, The 


firſt is our juſtification, This is ſeene in the remiſſion Rom, 5.2; 


of our ſinnes and the imputation ofthe Righteoulnes 
af Chriſt Ieſus. Here then we. are firſt called co ſhew 
| E 3 forth. 


*. Gal.6,16, 


Queſt 


Anſw: 


forth the'grace ofrepentance. Thou muſt ſeeke there- 
fore,firſt ro hauethy finne blotted our of thy heart by 

_ the tcares of repentance , before thou canſt haue any 
comfort, that they arc put out of Gods booke, by the 
blood of Chr. Jeſus, before thou canſtfeele this peace 
 inthy conſcience. Secondly, thou muſt bee caretull ro 
expreſſe andſhew forth truc holineſle in thy life. Ther. 
fore,ſaith the Apoſtle : As many as walke according 
ro this rule,mercy ſhall be vpon them and peace, and 
vpon the Iſracl of God, 
Laſtly,whereas a queſtion may be mooued concer- 
ning this peace,howit is giuento our Saujour Chriſt 
ro be called the Prince of peaccyſecing it falleth out ſo 
often,that Gods children arc annoyed and vexed with 
ſo many feares, which doe ariſe from the conſcience of 
 ſinneinthem: as Dazd complainerh, P/.zo. 72. That 
innumerable euils hauegompaſicd him abour, and that 
his ſinnes were more in number then the haires of his 
head. Therefore his heart fayled him : and elſewhere 
thelike in many places, VVec anſ{were herevnto,thar 
God doth thus viſit his children for their exerciſe in 
farther grace. Perchancethey haue begunne to ſlacke 
to looke towards the vani- 
ties ofthe world, Therefore he ſuffereth ſome remp- 
cations to take hold on themyfor their humiliation, & 
the ſtirring them vp afterwardsto a more conſciona- 
ble walking before him: thus hecaſteth them downe 
for atime,that they mayafterwards make more accotit 
ofhis fauour. Thechild of cod that is moſt deere;vn- 
ro him mayz{ometimes feele ſuch ſpiritual] deſertions 
the peace and comfort of his conſcience being for 


as wee may fſce by the 
Church 


their pace in godlineſle,an 


the time interrupted ; 


(39) | 
Church in the Canticles. So it was with Dauid,who Cans: 
thought for the rime, that God had forſaken him. Bux 7 
this hindreth not, butthact Chriſt will ſtill maintaine + 
his graces in vs; andreſtore vs to our former peace,if 
we hold faſt our confidence and waite vpon him, for 
his mercy, He will ſoone diſpel theſe clouds of terrour, 
and ſhine againevpon vs with the moſt comfortable 


light of his countenance. bs K 
Laſily, from the impoſer of thename. He ſhallcall De. A 
his name,&c] Here we are taught that none but God /\ 


himſelfe was fir to giue aname to our Sauiour Chriſt, 


For he muſt have ſuch a name that muſt expreſle & ſet 
forth his narure; it muſt be ſuch, as hemay beknowey { BY 
thereby to men what he is, and whereforc he came in. BY 


ro the world. Thus the name lefus was giuen to him, ; 
| torteach that he was to be aſauiourto his people. ltis J; 
ſaid Mat:r-23, they called his name leſus.But this was 
not of their own deviling.Butthey were guided in itby 
the Angell of God; neither did the Angell this ofhim- 
{clfe but God who ſent him appointed the name. And 
in that God the Father doth $4 9oaiy him this name, it 
followeth cherevpon, that God the Father hath ſealed 
him to [this office . This reacheth vs that we muſt be. 
lecue in him as he is named; becauſe his name, andat- 
triburs given to him come from heauen as he himlelfe 
doth, being given of God . Andif we delireto haue 
God, we mult ſecke him by and through him who ſent 
him,and gauchim his name . Whoſoeuer then doth 
notreccaue him , andbelecue in him,hathno part in 
God.VWe muſt bethankfull thereforero God forhim, 
and for thoſe names that are impoſed vp6 him by himz EE 
which to vs arc ſo comfortable;& doe bring ſaluations =_ 
yy  FINJUS, N- | 1 
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